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Personal Learning Networks and Twitter
About
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:barryavery:Desktop:Screen Shot 2011-10-12 at 11.16.34.png]This document explains how to create a Personal Learning Network (PLN) using the Twitter service.
What is Twitter?
Twitter is a micro blogging service which allows users to post and read small updates on their own activities or things of interest. 
Most people are familiar with Facebook, but there are significant differences in Twitter – all posts are limited to 140 characters and are in the public domain. Despite this, Twitter is one of the fastest growing social services, with hashtags being seen widely in the media and full integration appearing in mobile devices (such as in iOS5 – the Apple operating system for iPhones and iPads).
Twitter can be used as a straight replacement for Facebook, but many people are using it to promote themselves, their own professional interests and to follow people who are prominent in a particular field (creating a personal learning network).
Creating a Twitter account
Be careful about the username and public details you supply – as with an unadministered Facebook account many of these details will be widely available for future employees to see. To address this issue, many people use two accounts, one for personal Facebook style updates and one to promote a professional image. Most of the Twitter clients available allow you to switch easily between multiple accounts.
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:barryavery:Desktop:Screen Shot 2011-10-12 at 11.35.28.png]Creating a personal Twitter account
Supply enough information to indicate that it is a personal account, but not your full details in the username field (i.e. use a nickname, or your first name with a number fred2, Jane45, etc.)
Once you have signed in, you will need to follow some people – use the search box at the top of the page to find friends or celebrities who you wish to follow.
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:barryavery:Desktop:Screen Shot 2011-10-12 at 11.38.39.png]When you click on a person, you can see who follows that person and follow them if you wish.
Activity – sign up and follow at least 10 people to see how the service operates. If you are feeling brave you can post some information about yourself (this will work better if you have a few people following you and you are following them – so see if anyone else in the group is trying the activity out at the same time).
As this is a relatively anonymous account, you can be more relaxed about the nature of your posts.

Creating a professional Twitter account
Sign up for a Twitter account, but use your real name. Make sure that the details you add indicate your ‘professional nature’. Remember that all details you post here may be visible for a long time.
Find people who are microblogging (tweeting) in the areas that you are interested in – for example use the search field with the term ‘marketing’ to see a variety of people who either use marketing in their tweets on a regular basis, or have the term in their profile. Once you have found some prominent people – look to see who follows them and add them to your follow list. 
To make people follow you back, you need to post things that are interesting or relevant to the network of people you have followed. Over a few days try to post links to interesting articles, web pages or photographs that align with your professional interests, with a commentary (e.g. “Interesting article about … in Marketing Weekly”).
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:barryavery:Desktop:Screen Shot 2011-10-17 at 10.28.31.png]Hashtags
Hashtags are a made up series of letters/numbers preceded by a hash symbol, which are attached to a tweet to indicate that it is about a specific topic or subject area.
By searching on a particular hashtag (and then refreshing the search regularly), you can see the discussion, themes and topics being discussed around some specific focus
Conference organisers or television programmes may make up a hashtag and publicise it – alternatively users may simply make one up and start using it together.
Activity – find a popular television programme which has an active hashtag and follow the tweets whilst the programme is on (you may have to search for the programme name – the hashtag in use should then become obvious). Try programmes like Question Time, X-Factor or Strictly Come Dancing which have very popular twitter followers.
Other points to note
Retweeting is the process where a popular tweet is echoed (repeated on) – most clients have a button or interface that allow a retweet with the possibility of adding a further message
Usernames – if you wish to include a particular user in your tweet (say in a reply) use @username – this will then pop up in the ‘mentions’ part of the twitter interface
Direct Messaging – you can use twitter to send a message to a user directly but be careful – recently a government minister mistook replying (which creates a public message) to direct messaging (DM’ing)
[bookmark: _GoBack]URL shortening – including a long URL link in a tweet would use up many of the 140 characters – services such as bit.ly offer a quick and easy way to add a long URL or link in a short way


2

image2.png
It’s your turn.
Join Twitter.

‘ | Enter your first and last name.

#Keep me logged-in on this computer.

By clicking the button, you agree to the terms below:
Torms.of Service - Privacy Polcy

These Terms of Service (*Terms?) govern your access to and
use of the services and Twitter's websites (the *Services),
and any information, text, graphics, photos or other materials

Note: Others will be able to find you by name, username o emal. Your smail
Wil n0t be shown publicy. You can change your privacy settings at any time.

©2011 Twiter




image3.png
« Back to Home © save this search

Results for fry

Tweets

Top Refine results »

21 new tweets

stephenfry Sieonen Fry
Another big Apple day. A personal view: iPhone 48 & i0S5
reviewed here fry.am/p8nnS| or at the Guardian's fry.am/ooYJjO

applenws Apple News

People results for fry - viewall

stephenfry Stephen Fry & - Follow
B British Actor, Writer, Lord of Dance,

P StephenFryLover Stephen Fry Lover
€] I love Stephen Fry.

MrsStephenFry Mrs Stephen Fry - F
Edna Fry - Stephen's poor, downtrodd

Popular images & videos
‘These results include media shared by people

Display media | Always display media like

Trends: London - change
Sarah Harding




image4.png
« Back to Home © save this search

Results for bbeqt
-

Tweets - Top Refine results »

21 new tweets.

iambags Bacs
Just in case you've forgotten, Andrew Lansley receives significant
n sums from private heathcare providers telegraph.co.ukinews
Inewstopic... #bbeat
18 0ct

derekrootboy Derek Tromas
#OccupyLSX statement unites all bar most diehard sectarians.

Gives the 99% something to advance in television studios. Get on
#bbeqt etc.

2minutes ago

binreminded Eiverinded
=== tideas: a BBC search engine to help pay off the UKs national debt
over 10 years #bbeat

3hours ago

)  DonataHuggins Donaia Huggns
. I get the impression that missing #bbeqt last night was a serious

error. Well done @MarkiLittlewood
1400t

SomersTownGreen ity Mitford
1 act arvnna frrate Andrew | anclay ic hankrmllad by nrivate




image1.png
twitter¥

Follow your interests

Instant updates from your friends, industry experts, favorite
celebrities, and what's happening around the world.

Languages - Ba
Ot - S

About - Help - Blog -

s

8 Remember me Forgot 2

New to Twitter? Join today!

Full name

Password






[N




