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Link Management and Folksonomies
About
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:barryavery32:Desktop:Screen shot 2011-02-15 at 17.48.41.png]This document explains how to bookmark, manage and organise URLs using a cloud service. The activities here use the delicious web site/service and show the various plugins and add-ons that are available to assist in the organisation of bookmarks.Figure 1

Why use an online service for bookmarks?
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:barryavery32:Desktop:Screen shot 2011-02-15 at 17.53.43.png]Browsers have always offered an ability to store visited URLs – clicking on a menu item (Firefox, figure 1) or a button (Safari, figure 2) will store the address of the currently displayed page. Note that this action (and the cloud based service discussed in this document) stores the address of the page rather than the content, so if the page is updated or deleted, the original page may not be viewable.Figure 2

[image: Macintosh HD:Users:barryavery32:Desktop:Screen shot 2011-02-15 at 18.05.15.png]Such stored bookmarks are only available on the original machine – by saving these using a cloud based service, the bookmarked links become available across all of a users machines and bookmarks that others regard as valuable can also be discovered.Figure 3

delicious
One of the oldest online bookmarking services is delicious, which at the time of writing is owned by Yahoo (figure 3).
To use delicious you will need to
1. Sign up for a free account on the website http://www.delicious.com
2. Install plugins and addons on every browser you use to enable easy bookmarking and retrieval
Activity
Sign up for a delicious account at http://www.delicious.com
Using delicious
[image: ]The best way to use a social bookmarking service is to install plugins into your browser that easily allow capture and retrieval of bookmarks in the browser itself (as opposed to through the web site). These examples use Firefox, but similar functionality is available for other browsers (figure 4)

Figure 4

[image: ]
Installing the plugins for Firefox adds two buttons to the tool bar, one for capturing the currently viewed page, the other for seeing all the bookmarked links (figure 5).Figure 5


[image: ]Clicking on the tag icon pops up a dialog box that allows the URL to be stored in the delicious account. Here you can change information in the name field (which is derived from the original page title) and add notes (figure 6).Figure 6

[image: ]The most important part is the area labelled Tags – here you can associate single word or short phrases with the page (known as Tags). Delicious will show tags that it thinks you may wish to use (from your own collection or from other people who have already bookmarked the site). New tags can be typed into the Tag field if required.Figure 7

Clicking on the Bookmarks icon reveals a delicious column, through which all the stored bookmarks can be retrieved (typically by searching on the tags).
Here a search on PLE returns bookmarked items on Personal Learning Environments and on Apple (figure 7).





Activity
[image: ]Install plugins for your browser (you will also need to sign in using your delicious account) and try out bookmarking and tagging – look for the appropriate tools at http://www.delicious.com/help/toolsFigure 8


Folksonomies are collections of user-generated tags – these have been found to be a very useful way for large volumes of information to be filtered, indexed and categorised. To see other peoples tags visit the delicious web site and use the search field (figure 8).


[image: Macintosh HD:Users:barryavery32:Desktop:Screen shot 2011-02-28 at 17.56.38.png]Things to doFigure 9

One Tag rolls (figure 9) are a more visual way to see your most popular tags (the more often you’ve used a tag, the bigger and more bold the tag). If you have a blog or customised homepage, see if you can work out how to include your tag roll on your page.
Hints: if using iGoogle see if there is a widget to link to your delicious account. Similar functionality can be found for Blogger or Wordpress accounts

[bookmark: _GoBack]Two Delicious allows you to subscribe to someone else’s public bookmarks using RSS (look for the RSS icon at the bottom of the users page). If you are working with someone in a group project add their bookmark feed to your customised homepage.
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