Creating a personalised homepage with iGoogle and RSS feeds
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About iGoogle =T
This activity demonstrates how to create a customised T —————
homepage, so that stories, news feeds and items of
relevance are immediately pulled onto the first page that
is displayed in your browser. This activity requires a
Google account to create a Google personalised homepage.
Similar techniques can be applied to services offered by
Microsoft - the activities specified here are specific to
iGoogle. Figure 1

Home

Note
It is the nature of Web Browser based services to change very rapidly. These screenshots
were current on 1/2/2011, but it is entirely possible that the interface may
differ over time.

Sign in with your
Google Account
Email: |

One ex: pat@example.com

Password:

Use a modern browser to navigate to www.google.com/ig . This page is the W Staysignedin
default customisable Google homepage (figure 1). If you haven’t signed in, e
use the sign in link (typically in the top right-hand corner - figure 2)

Can't access your account?

Don't have a Google Account?
Create an account now
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s i , Tue Eachitem (gadget or feed) on the page has its own
. FEB  rectangle, with a banner at the top indicating its name and a small
8 4 1 number of icons that can be used to control the gadget (figure 3).
it Move each gadget around the page by hovering the mouse over the
banner and using a click and drag motion. To see/edit the settings
Figure 3 for a gadget or feed, use the down-arrow icon (figure 4) - try
changing the settings for the clock gadget (figure 5).
The other icon in the banner will
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Three — adding a customised RSS feed BBC News - Home
RSS feeds (Really Simple Syndication) are a common web feed Mass protest flls central Cairo
format used on sites to export (typically) the title,a summaryand . . °%

a link to an original story or text piece (figure 6). Sites that Millons clg crime map website
support RSS use an icon (figure 7) to signify that they provide a

feed that may be used to extract the content onto other sites.

Office says.

Warning over 7/7 bomb ingredient
1 February 2011 18:55

Egyptian protesters hold a massive rally in the capital, Cairo, &

A new crime-mapping website for England and Wales is exper

RSS feeds can be used in dedicated feed reader software (that The main ingredient in the bombs used on 7/7 is easier to bu

attacks says.

can be downloaded and installed) or online through the browser New PM for lordan amid protests
- iGoogle allows RSS feeds to be encapsulated through a gadget ez e

onto the personalised home page. Figure 6

There are two ways to add a feed (the browser may force the use of one or the other of
these)

* (lick on the RSS link on a page and follow the instructions (Firefox)
* Copy the feed and create the gadget in iGoogle

Firefox example: In a new tab in the browser, [ e e oo QY )
navigate to http://www.retail-week.com and 0 Always use Google to subscribe to feeds.
look for the RSS icon. Clicking on the icon (Subscribe Now)

should show an option to subscribe to the
feed - use the Subscribe Now button.

Figure 7
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LATEST RETAIL NEWS. JOBS. ANALYSIS AND MARKET DATA

Sainsbury's increases market share, while Morrisons dips
1 February 2011 11:14

Sainsbury's was once again the only one of the big four to increase market share at the start

Figure 8

Safari example: In a new tab in the browser,

navigate to http://www.planetretail.net and look Flanet Retail News Feed

; . ; ; ; SHELL Chile in market exit talks Soarch:
for the RSS icon. Clicking on the icon will switch to , __ “ - e
Shell is thought to be negotiating the sale of its Chilean assets to a Latin American consortium
1 ] led by Chilean state-owned oil and gas group Enap (Empresa Nacional del Petroleo) for a
RSS Vlew (flgure 9) . likely sum of USD500 million, according to a Dow Jones report Article L
Read more... oG
. . A y:
D
Highlight and copy the feed URL in the address bar ;. q; 5uy £urope sees c£o reave oote
Of the browser - Wh]ch for planet retall IS The CEO of Best Buy Europe, Scott Wheway, is to leave the company, although he will remain Source
as an advisor on international strategy. Best Buy Europe COO Andrew Harrison has been New
1 1 promoted to President in his place
something like —
Read more...
All
. . Today
feed://www.planetretail.net/rss/dailynewssummary  TENGELMANN A&P in logistics contract termina... Yesterds
Tengelmann-owned US grocery retailer A&P - which is under chapter 11 protection - has #—:z ‘:f)\:
asked the USﬁBankﬁruplcy Court for permission to reject a logistics contract with Grocery Last Mor

Return to iGoogle and select the add feed link _
(figure 10), then click on the Add feed or gadget Figure 9
link (figure 11) - paste the URL into the box -

important - you may need to change the start of the URL from feed:// to http:// to make the

feed work

Finance ] Add feed or gadget

Sports Type or paste the URL below:
Lifestyle

Technology
by Google

http://
Information for Feed owners - Developers
[ 7&7 Hotmai

£ Add feed or gadget Figure 11
Figure 10



Four — Organising iGoogles tabs

You can organise the tabs (the links shown on the left of the page), adding,
renaming or deleting tabs by categories of your choice. Use the arrow-down

icon and Add a tab to create a tab called retail (figure 12)

Move the two retail based feeds off the original home tab and onto the new

# Home [+]
Edit this tab

UP" Share this tab |

Frie Add a tab

(= Chat

Search contacts...

Figure 12

retail tab by grabbing the banner at the top of the feed and dragging /

dropping it onto the retail tab.
Add feeds for two other retail sites

* http://www.thegrocer.co.uk

* http://www.retailgazette.co.uk

Then change each of the feeds so that 9 news items are displayed in each one (hint - use edit
settings in each feed individually). When finished it should look something like figure 13

[+ Home
Retail Week - Latest News
[+) Retail
Sainsbury's increases market share,
Updates while Morrisons dips
Friends Wheway to leave Best Buy Europe
Waterstone's to close 11 shops on
= Chat Sunday

Republic appoints Guy Critchlow as COO

Carpetright wamns on profits as sales
=4 Barry Avery plunge

Setstatus here v HMV begins closing stores

Ocado records pre-tax profit in Q4 and
reduces full year losses

Supermarket sales dip in January

Bravissimo to launch new womenswear
fascia

Search contacts...

Options ¥ Add Contact

Articles

Change of leader at Best Buy Europe

Wincanton extends its UK retail
distribution

HMCS to crack down on retail thieves
dodging fines

Waitrose and value grocers raise

B Sy

Figure 13

thegrocer.co.uk | thegrocer.co.uk

United Biscuits celebrates landfill cut
M&S plots return to Paris

Jacques hunts for cider-drinking style
ambassadors

Bestway celebrates 35th birthday with
"biggest" promotion

Premier launches £1m give-away

Constellation name change to Accolade
signals upmarket move

Buoyant sales at sausage maker
Cranswick

Ocado still in the red with £12m loss

Asda dating website to pair up singleton
shoppers

Five — creating a specific RSS feed on a specific news topic
Google allows RSS feeds to be created on any stories which it indexes as part of its news

search, which can be particularly useful when studying current news around some event or
organisation. To do this select Google News and search for news on a particular retailer (for

example Tesco).

Planet Retail News Feed

BEST BUY Europe sees CEO leave

TENGELMANN A&P in logistics contract
termination bid

JOHN LEWIS appoints new Fashion
Buying Director

POUNDSTRETCHER to open Irish stores

CO-OPERATIVE GROUP Anglia
increases trading space with self-
checkouts

COLRUYT Q3 results unaffected by
snow

JOHN LEWIS Waitrose selects JE
Hillebrand for wine import logistics

K'S HOLDINGS sees profits double in Q3

At the very bottom of the page is an RSS icon, which will turn this search into a dedicated RSS

feed which can be added to your
other feeds (figure 14).
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Search (and add) an RSS feed for a
retailer that you wish to follow.

ned automatically by a computer program. The time or date displayed refiects when an
xdded to or updated in Google News.

The selection and placement of stories on this page wer
artic

Give us feedback

BYRSS Search Help

Figure 14



